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all directions. Some of the demonstrators were cut down,
and others were trampled on, but the talk of "several
mounds of human beings" lying where they had fallen
was mere political propaganda. In actual fact the loss of
life did not exceed five or sis, and there were a number
of injured. The affair did much to aggravate panic in
one quarter, and resentment against the existing order in
another, but the responsibility must rest with the local
authorities who lost their heads at the critical moment.
The echo of these events in Manchester had hardly
begun to die away than the Cato Street conspiracy took
place. Its author was one Arthur Thistlewood, and his
plan was to murder the entire Cabinet in a private house;
when this had been accomplished, a Provisional Govern-
ment was to have been proclaimed. Happily, the Govern-
ment found out what was afoot, but wisely determined to
catch the plotters in the act. Accordingly, twenty-four
conspirators armed themselves in Cato Street, near
Edgware Road, with the intention of assassinating the
ministers as they sat at dinner in Lord Harrowby's house,
39 Grosvenor Square, while some of their associates were
posted near the door of that house to summon them when
all the guests were assembled. At the critical moment
both the revolutionaries and the authorities bungled
badly. As a result of the information which had been
given the ministerial dinner was not held, but the
watchers were deceived by the arrival of carriages for a
party next door, and thus failed to warn their co-con-
spirators in Cato Street. On the other hand, the Cold-
stream Guards, who were to have supported the police,
did not arrive in time,1 so Thistlewood and a good many
1 The officer in command did not know the district, and was unprovided with
a guide.
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